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Abstract

The 28 Mordad 1332 (1953) coup was not merely a political transformation in
Iran’s power structure; it constituted a turning point in the country’s socio-
ideological history, during which the national hegemony, composed of a
coalition of anti-imperialist forces, independent intellectuals, the urban middle
class, and the leadership of the national government of Dr. Mohammad
Mosaddegh, experienced a collapse. Drawing on Antonio Gramsci’s
theoretical framework, this article examines the role of the lumpenproletariat
in this process of hegemonic rupture. In this study, the lumpenproletariat is
theoretically defined as marginalized groups lacking a coherent position within
the production process and class organization; operationally, in the context of
Iran in the 1950s, it refers to groups active in informal urban networks and
street activities that participated in political mobilization and street violence
during the 28 Mordad events. According to Gramscian theory, this group is
generally regarded as a passive or instrumental force serving counter-
hegemonic forces; however, in the context of Iran’s developments in the 1950s,
this stratum, through structural crises, the weakening of the social base of the
national government, and foreign intervention, became an organized and
influential force in altering the balance of power. The research employs a
historical-analytical method, drawing on archival sources, historical texts, and
Gramscian conceptual frameworks.
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The analysis demonstrates that groups referred to as lumpen elements—
including urban unemployed persons, local thugs, individuals associated with
zurkhanehs, knife-wielding street toughs, and paramilitary groups led by
figures such as Shaban Jafari—were brought into the streets in coordination
with domestic security institutions and with foreign financial and logistical
support. Their purpose was to create the conditions for the collapse of national
hegemony through organized violence, the generation of public fear, disruption
of political gatherings, attacks on independent press offices, and the creation of
disorder. From a Gramscian perspective, this process can be examined in
relation to a crisis of hegemony and a rupture within the social coalition
supporting the national government. In this article, “dependent capitalism”
refers to the structural dependence of the post-coup economy on Western
capital and support, particularly in the reorganization of the oil-based economy.
Nazi Germany and Chile in 1973 are included solely as limited comparative
cases for examining the mobilization of street forces during hegemonic crises.
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