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A Comparative Study of Protest Identity and Organizing
Institutions of Social Movements in Iran during 1378-1396
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Abstract

In the present article, using Charles Tilly's resource mobilization
theory and emphasizing Tilly's political mobilization model, the
organizational characteristics of the three protest movements of 1978,
1988 and 1996 in Iran have been studied. The main question of this
research is what are the differences and similarities of each of these
movements from the perspective of the organizational process (shared
identity and organizing institutions)? The method of this research is
comparative historical comparison of these three movements based on
interpretive analysis of documents and comparison of cases. Based on
the results of the research, the differences and similarities of the three
movements under study have been determined from an organizational
perspective. The organizing organizations in the 1978 movement are
largely a mix of formal reformist parties, formal student organizations,
and religious intellectual circles. The organization in movement 88 is
associated with election campaigns and campaign headquarters,
official reformist parties, and official student organizations, but its
central role is based on bottom-up participation of the urban middle
class and its extensive networking through communication
technologies. Compared to movements 78 and 88, in movement 96 the
protesting trade unions or protest groups that were directly exposed to
poverty are the driving force behind the organizational movement of
movement 96.

Keywords: Common Identity; Organization; Charles Tilly; July 9
Movement; Movement 88; D-96 Movement.
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