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Abstract

Over the past four decades, art policy in Iran has faced a structural gap
between upstream policy documents and the actual context of society. The
research problem is that this gap, which manifests as "structural incongruity"
and "historical asynchrony," stems primarily from the systematic absence or
weakening of "historical literacy" in the processes of policy formulation and
implementation. Accordingly, the study addresses the following question:
how has the absence or weakness of historical literacy in Iranian art policy
reproduced the gap between upstream policy documents and society's
historical memory, and how can redefining art policy on the basis of critical
dialogue with history help repair this gap? The aim of the research is to
analyze the relationship between contemporary Iranian art policies and the
level of historical literacy among elites and the general public, and to propose
strategies for reconnecting art with historical memory. The theoretical
framework of the research draws on Alain Touraine's account of cultural
policy not as a set of governmental decisions but as a field of contestation
among actors over the definition of meaning and identity, integrated with the
concepts of historical literacy and collective memory. Methodologically, the
research was conducted through a library-based approach and qualitative
content analysis of policy documents, theoretical sources, and the survey
"Assessing the Historical Literacy of Tehran Residents." Key findings reveal
five gaps in Iranian art policy: disconnection from polyphonic narratives,
weaknesses in the education system, time-blind policies, the monopolization
of historical memory by official discourse, and a failure to employ new
technologies. The research concludes that repairing these gaps requires
redefining art policy on the basis of critical dialogue with history, reforming
the education system, and strengthening memory-generating civil institutions.
Keywords: art policy, historical literacy, collective memory, historicity,
network society
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