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Abstract

Determining the starting point of contemporary Iranian history remains a
contentious issue in modern historiography, as every proposed point of origin
presupposes a particular understanding of modernity, the state, society, and
political power. The central question addressed in this article is whether the
1921 coup and the rise of Reza Shah's state should be regarded as the
beginning of contemporary Iranian history or rather as a continuation of
earlier historical developments, particularly the Constitutional Revolution.
The study aims to re-examine Alireza Molaei Tavani’s critique of identifying
1921 as the historical point of origin and to further develop his argument
within the theoretical framework of historical sociology.The primary research
question is as follows: in light of concepts such as state crisis, institutional
capacity, state-building, and political legitimacy, which historical event
provides a more appropriate basis for periodizing contemporary Iranian
history? The study employs a historical-interpretive method grounded in
historical sociology. Its analysis draws upon historiographical works,
theoretical studies, primary sources from the Qajar and Pahlavi periods,
memoirs of political figures, and selected issues of the Pahlavi-era press.The
findings demonstrate that although the crisis of the late Qajar period was a
historical reality, official Pahlavi historiography discursively constructed the
1921 coup as the point of origin of "modern Iran." By contrast, the
Constitutional Revolution fundamentally transformed the logic of politics in
Iran through the introduction of concepts such as the rule of law,
representative government, the nation, political representation, and the
limitation of state power. The study concludes that although the Reza Shah
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state represented an important stage in the centralization of political authority
and the expansion of state institutional capacity, it should not be regarded as
the starting point of contemporary Iranian history. Rather, Iranian modernity
had already begun with the Constitutional Revolution, which fundamentally
challenged existing conceptions of political legitimacy and the limits of state
power.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution; 1921 Coup; Historical Sociology;
State-Building; Contemporary Iranian History.
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