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The expansion of world-system and long-run decline of dynastic
states in Iran with consideration to Nader Shah Rule

Seyed Rahim Teimouri*

PhD graduate in Sociology of Development, University of Tehran

Abstract

This study reexamines the conquests and reign of Nader Shah (1727-1747)
within the broader context of eighteenth-century global transformations,
particularly the expansion of the European economy and the decline of dynastic
states across Asia. Nader Shah’s brief yet influential reign epitomized the
tension between nomadic military mobility and urban political stability in Iran,
representing the final major manifestation of this historical dynamic in Western
Asia. Departing from conventional studies that focus on Nader Shah’s religious
policies, personal character, or military strategies, this analysis situates his
reign within a broader global historical framework.

The study argues that Nader Shah’s territorial ambitions were ultimately
constrained by the rise of European maritime powers and the emergence of a
new global political and economic order. His military campaigns not only
accelerated the collapse of the Safavid state but also contributed to Iran’s long-
term political and economic decline, ultimately leading to its peripheral
position within the international system during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. By emphasizing the long-term consequences of Nader Shah’s
expansionist policies, this study highlights their enduring impact on Iran’s
territorial integrity, economic stability, and cultural resources during a period
of intensifying global competition.

Keywords: World-System, Dynastic States, Long-term Decline, Cycle of
Recurrence, Territorial Expansion.
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