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From Youth to Mujahideen:
Disciplinary Techniques in the Discourse of Armed Groups
Before the Revolution (Case Study of the People's Mojahedin
Organization)

Mojtaba Taleghani*

PhD Graduate in Sociology
(Theoretical-Cultural Specialization), University of Tehran

Abstract

Using Michel Foucault’s theoretical framework and the method of historical
discourse analysis, this article examines the process of producing the Mujahid
subject in the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran in the 1960s and 1970s.
The main research question is how the Mojahedin Organization was able to
transform young people into obedient, self-sacrificing subjects, ready to
sacrifice themselves for the sake of organizational goals, through a set of
disciplinary techniques. To answer this question, the present study, focusing on
the Foucaultian concepts of the body, visibility, discipline, subjectification, and
subjectification, has analyzed internal organizational documents, ideological
publications, educational texts, and the memories of the organization’s
members. The findings show that the Mojahedin Organization organized the
process of reconstructing the identity of its members through a network of
disciplinary techniques such as team houses, continuous surveillance, careful
planning of daily life, criticism and self-criticism, boycotts, ideological and
military training, and self-development programs. By constantly making
individuals visible and exerting control over their bodies, minds, and emotions,
these techniques provided the basis for the internalization of organizational
norms. In this discourse, the body was understood as an object for political
intervention and education, and discipline became the main technology for
producing the mujahid subject. The results of the research show that the
formation of the mujahid subject cannot be considered simply as the product of
the acceptance of a political ideology, but rather as the result of the functioning
of a set of micro-power mechanisms within the organization. From this
perspective, the MEK was not only a political organization, but also an arena
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for the application of disciplinary techniques and the production of
revolutionary subjects in which the individuality of the members was
transformed in order to redefine the organizational identity.

Keyword: Armed groups of the 1960s and 1970s, Foucaultian discourse
analysis, power and body, revolutionary subject, Mujahid
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