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Abstract

Due to its strategic geographical position and pronounced ethnic and religious
diversity, the Caucasus region has historically constituted one of the most
sensitive and contested zones of confrontation among Iran, Russia, and the
Ottoman Empire. During the Afsharid period, Nader Shah undertook military
campaigns into the Caucasus, including Dagestan, with the explicit objective of
restoring Iranian sovereignty over the lost territories. However, his extensive
operations in this region not only failed to establish lasting Iranian control but in
fact accelerated Dagestan's gradual detachment from the Iranian sphere of
influence.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing upon library
sources and historical documents, this study seeks to examine the nature of
Nader Shah's relations with the ethnic groups of Dagestan and to identify the
underlying causes that contributed to the weakening of the region's ties with
Iran. The research findings indicate that between 1735 and 1743 CE, Nader
Shah organized three major campaigns into Dagestan, mobilizing forces
estimated between 100,000 and 150,000 men, and succeeded in capturing
substantial portions of the region, bringing tribes such as the Lezgis, Avars, and
Tabarasans to the verge of total defeat. Nonetheless, several formidable
obstacles impeded the complete subjugation of the area: the extremely rugged
and mountainous terrain of the Caucasus, the tenacious resistance and guerrilla
warfare tactics employed by indigenous tribes, and the covert support extended
by the Ottoman Empire and Russia to Dagestani rulers. Ultimately, despite
achieving apparent military victories, the Iranian army withdrew from the
region, leaving the status quo largely intact until the end of Nader Shah's reign.
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This study argues that the failure to establish comprehensive and unified
sovereignty in Dagestan—where political organization rested on a semi-
independent khanate system—stemmed from a confluence of interrelated
factors: the absence of mutual trust between the central authority and local
elites; persistent interference and strategic rivalry among foreign powers,
particularly the Ottomans and Russia, which fuelled local insurgencies; and
Nader Shah's harsh military policies and bloody repressions, which, far from
eliciting loyalty, provoked deep-seated resentment and hostility among
Dagestani tribes, thereby undermining the legitimacy of Iranian rule in their
eyes. These factors collectively shaped the reaction of Dagestan's ethnic
communities to Afsharid rule and ultimately facilitated the region's divergence
from Iran.

Keywords: Nader Shah Afshar, Dagestan, Caucasus, Lezgis, Ottoman Empire,
Russia, Khanate.
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