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Abstract

Gasoline is one of the most important energy carriers in Iran, and its pricing
remains a highly sensitive economic and political issue. Any decision
regarding changes in gasoline prices must take into account not only
economic considerations but also social and security implications.
Consequently, Iranian governments have often pursued policies aimed at
stabilizing gasoline prices, acting as intermediaries between market pressures
and public concerns to prevent substantial price increases.This review study
examines, through a historical analysis, the major events that led to changes
in gasoline prices and their consequences in Iran between 1951 and 2025.
Drawing on historical evidence and previous studies, the research investigates
the patterns of gasoline price adjustments and their economic and social
outcomes.The findings indicate that the most successful pricing strategies
have involved gradual and incremental annual adjustments, with price
increases generally remaining below 100 percent. Historical evidence further
suggests that the artificial stabilization of gasoline prices over extended
periods, followed by sudden increases exceeding 100 percent, significantly
raises the likelihood of economic shocks, public dissatisfaction, and social
unrest. The study concludes that sustainable gasoline pricing policies require
gradual adjustment mechanisms that balance economic efficiency with social
and political stability.
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