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Abstract

Introduction: In modern educational systems, history education is not merely
a tool for transmitting past events, but a fundamental mechanism for
reproducing collective memory, shaping national identity, and fostering
critical thinking. However, previous research has shown that history
education in Iranian schools is predominantly based on a memory-oriented
and transmission-based approach, with little attention to developing
analytical skills and identity formation. This gap underscores the necessity of
rethinking the logic and rationale of history education.Background: Domestic
studies have mainly focused on the content of textbooks and teachers'
attitudes, but have paid less attention to understanding how actors in the
teacher training system perceive the "rationale" of history education. At the
international level, research emphasizes the necessity of shifting from
memory-orientation to historical thinking. The present study aims to fill this
gap by examining the perspectives of professors and student-
teachers.Method: This research employed a qualitative approach using
thematic analysis. The study population consisted of 15 history education
professors and 30 student-teachers from Farhangian University of Lorestan,
selected through purposive sampling. The data collection instrument was
semi-structured interviews.Findings and Conclusion: Three overarching
themes were extracted: history education as the recreation of national and
cultural identity; the transition from memory-orientation to analytical-
historical thinking; and history education as a practice of social responsibility.
The findings indicate that from the participants' perspective, history education

* Email: tajbakhsh@abru.ac.ir

\YY



MK 5 il Lo oM e S s g AU sl

in Iran remains trapped in a memory-oriented model and requires a
fundamental revision in approaches, content, and teacher training methods to
strengthen national identity and historical thinking.

Keywords: History Education, National Identity, Sociology of Education,
Historical Thinking, Thematic Analysis.
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