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Abstract

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is an interdisciplinary theoretical and
methodological framework that examines the relationship between language,
power, and ideology in society. This study addresses the following research
question: How does the critical political discourse approach of CDA challenge
the contradictions between the Baha'i claim of world peace and its theoretical
and practical foundations? The political dimensions of the Baha'i discourse on
peace are examined through the lens of CDA.The main objective of this
research is to analyze the fundamental contradictions between the peace-
oriented slogans reflected in the twelve principles of the Baha'i faith and the
political practices of the Baha'i organization. According to Norman Fairclough,
language plays a crucial role in creating, maintaining, and legitimizing
inequality, injustice, and oppression within society. Drawing upon Fairclough's
three-dimensional model of discourse analysis (description, interpretation, and
explanation), this study explores the structural contradictions and hidden
mechanisms of power embedded within Baha'i discourse.The findings suggest
that concepts such as "non-involvement in politics" and "universal peace,"
beyond their apparent moral significance, function as discursive instruments
for managing followers and concealing the political objective of establishing a
global government. These concepts contain inherent contradictions that
transform the discourse of peace into a mechanism of political legitimization. At
the levels of interpretation and explanation, the strategic relationships of the
Baha'i organization with major powers such as Russia, Britain, and the United

* Email: soltani@urd.ac.ir
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States, as well as its systematic influence within the governmental structures of
the Pahlavi era, reveal what may be described as a "purposeful paradox." While
ordinary followers are encouraged to refrain from political engagement,
political agency is effectively transferred to elite actors connected to global
centers of power.Furthermore, this study argues that the discourse of
cosmopolitanism, by portraying patriotism as a form of prejudice, seeks to
weaken national and religious identities—particularly within the Iranian
context—in order to facilitate cultural transformation and establish a preferred
ideological order. Ultimately, the Baha'i discourse of peace is interpreted as a
contemporary form of "peace through domination," employing language as a
means of legitimizing unequal and exploitative power relations. Within the field
of social thought, language 1s not merely a tool for transmitting messages; it is
also a site in which power is reproduced and ideologies are naturalized through
discourse. One of the most controversial examples of this phenomenon can be
observed in the Baha'i discourse on "world peace" and "non-involvement in
politics." By employing concepts such as the "unity of humankind" and "one
common homeland," the Baha'i movement presents itself as a moral and
transnational project that appears, at first glance, to offer solutions to many of
the challenges facing contemporary humanity.However, when these texts and
statements are examined through Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), a significant gap emerges between textual representations and
social practices. The central issue concerns the apparent contradiction between
the strict prohibition of political participation for ordinary followers—even at
the level of verbal expression—and the simultaneous advocacy of a future
world super-state equipped with a powerful executive authority and an
international parliament.Applying the CDA framework enables researchers to
analyze the gap between discourse and practice within the Baha't movement,
identify linguistic strategies of legitimization, uncover hidden power relations
embedded in peace discourse, and reveal the political ideology underlying
religious slogans. This theoretical study employs a qualitative-analytical
methodology and relies on documentary and library-based sources. Using
Fairclough's model of political discourse analysis, the study seeks to move
beyond the descriptive level of language and explore the deeper dimensions of
interpretation and explanation.The analysis further investigates how the
discourse of cosmopolitanism may function as a mechanism for challenging
national and religious identities. It also examines how the historical
relationships between Baha'i institutions and major international powers have
contributed both to the acquisition of international legitimacy and to the



’f'OJLz.«gb"_;)ng"AJM"VAJJ: ‘;’%JUWMWL?-MMJJ

construction of a modern form of "peace through domination." Drawing upon
historical documents and the writings of prominent Baha'i leaders, this study
argues that the proposed "new world order" should not merely be understood
as a spiritual utopia but rather as a political and ideological project that employs
language to normalize particular power structures and diminish cultural
pluralism.

Keywords: Bah&’iism, Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), Norman
Fairclough, Global Governance, Non-Intervention in Politics
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