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Studying the impact of land reforms on the settlement of the
Bakhtiari tribe in Khuzestan (1963 to 1978)

Peyman Davoudi'®, Alireza Mollaei Tavani’

1. Beheshti University, Iranology Foundation
2. History Research Institute - Humanities and Cultural Studies Research Institute

Abstract

Prior to the Pahlavi era, the Bakhtiari tribe was one of the major nomadic
tribes of Iran, migrating seasonally between the provinces of Khuzestan and
Isfahan. Following the social and economic transformations of the 1940s and
1950s, sedentarization—particularly urbanization—increased throughout the
country, leading to a decline in the nomadic population of Iran. It was
therefore expected that the Bakhtiari tribe would also become increasingly
sedentary under the influence of the land reform program or that the pace of
sedentarization would accelerate. In practice, however, this expectation was
not fully realized.Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the following
questions: What impact did the land reforms have on the sedentarization
process of the Bakhtiari tribe in Khuzestan, and what role did the Bakhtiari
Khans play in this process?Using a descriptive-analytical approach based on
documentary sources and interviews, the study finds that land reforms had
only a limited effect on the sedentarization of the Bakhtiari tribe in
Khuzestan. Factors such as the mountainous geography of the region and the
relatively limited importance of agricultural land in the tribe’s traditional
livelihood reduced the influence of land reform policies. Instead, other
factors, particularly the industrialization of Khuzestan Province, played a
more significant role in encouraging settlement. Furthermore, the Bakhtiari
Khans, as tribal leaders, not only failed to support the land reform program
but actively opposed its implementation.

Keywords: Land reforms; Bakhtiari tribe; Sedentary lifestyle; Urbanization;
Impacts and consequences; Industry; Khuzestan; Village
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