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Abstract:

This study adopts a historical - sociological approach to examine the formation
and localization of Mahdism within the Zikri religious tradition of Balochistan.
The central question is whether Zikrism should be understood as a direct
continuation of Sayyid Muhammad Jaunpuri’s Mahdist movement or as an
autonomous religious system reshaped within the socio - cultural context of
Balochistan. The theoretical framework combines the concept of Mahdism as a
salvation movement with the theory of localized religion. Methodologically, the
study integrates historical source analysis with qualitative field data derived from
semi - structured interviews and employs an interpretive analytical approach. The
findings reveal that Mahdist doctrines underwent substantial semantic and
functional reinterpretation during their transmission to Balochistan.
Consequently, the Mahdi was transformed from an eschatological savior into a
continuous sacred presence embedded in believers’ lived religious experiences.
This transformation was closely associated with the region’s peripheral
geography, popular Sufi traditions, and tribal social structures, resulting in a
distinctive form of experiential religiosity. The study identifies four major
dimensions of this localization process: the immanentization of Mahdism, the
symbolization of the Mahdi, the esoterization of religious law, and the strategic
adaptation of religion. These dimensions demonstrate how religion evolved from
a doctrinal system into a mechanism for identity construction and social survival.
Accordingly, Zikrism is interpreted not as a doctrinal deviation but as a historical
and cultural response to the specific conditions of Balochistan and a means of
collective identity reproduction in a peripheral society.

Keywords: Mahdism, Zikri Tradition, Balochistan, Localization of Religion,
Historical Sociology, Religious Identity.
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