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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of mass disobedience in contemporary
Iran through an analysis of the relationship between the state, society, and the
unfinished process of modernization. It seeks to explain why, despite
experiences of revolution, reform, and development initiatives, the gap
between the state and society has persisted, continually generating protests
and various forms of social resistance.The study hypothesizes that the
introduction of modern Western concepts and institutions into Iran fostered
new political expectations and demands among the population. However,
because the process of modernization was partial, uneven, and structurally
flawed, these demands were often transformed into a sense of relative
deprivation. Consequently, mass disobedience emerged in both active forms,
such as protest movements, and passive forms, including resistance to or
noncompliance with state development policies.To examine this hypothesis,
the research adopts a hybrid theoretical framework that combines theories of
modernization and revolution with perspectives from the psychology of
collective action. This framework is supplemented by additional theories
relevant to the historical periods under investigation.The findings indicate
that, under the Pahlavi regime, modernization was largely authoritarian and
state-driven. Although it produced significant infrastructural and economic
achievements, it also widened the gap between modern institutions and
traditional social values, resulting in a superficial form of modernity heavily
dependent on state power. This contradiction contributed to growing public
dissatisfaction and ultimately played a role in the 1979 Revolution.Under the
Islamic Republic, despite initial mass mobilization and redistributive policies,
development increasingly took the form of a rentier, selective, and highly
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controlled process. This trajectory weakened independent institutions and
civil society, limiting opportunities for meaningful political participation and
social integration.The study concludes that Iran’s fundamental challenge is
not the absence of modernity but rather the persistence of a “defective
modernity.” Characterized by authoritarian structures and incomplete
institutional development, this form of modernity continuously generates
social disobedience and undermines the prospects for sustainable, inclusive,
and democratic development.

Keywords: Defective Modernity, Development, Subject, Demanding,
Relative Deprivation, and Social Resistance, Mass Rebellion, Iran
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