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Abstract

The social group known as Sadats held significant respect and a unique position within
Safavid society due to their lineage tracing back to the Prophet and the Safavids’ claim
of supremacy. This affiliation made them principal and influential figures across
various domains of the Safavid era. However, this privileged status was not sustained
following the fall of the Safavids. Therefore, the present study aims to thoroughly and
comprehensively analyze the position of the Sadats within the political landscape of
Iran, from the collapse of the Safavid dynasty to the end of Nader Shah’s reign. This
research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, based on extensive
library research.

The findings indicate that after the Safavid dynasty was overthrown by the
Afghans, the Sadats experienced a dire situation marked by murder, flight, and forced
displacement. During Nader Shah’s rule, his differing religious policies, in contrast to
those of the Safavids, led to a weakening of the Sadats’ administrative roles, a
substantial decrease in their endowment incomes, and instances of seclusion,
migration, and even elimination. Despite these significant challenges and limitations,
Nader Shah, recognizing their societal standing, generally appointed Sadats from
families previously distanced from Safavid power circles to various civil and religious
positions, albeit in a controlled manner.

Key Words: Safavids, Afghans, Nader Shah, religious politics, Sadat's position.
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