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Historical institutionalism:
A framework for examining the factors affecting the growth
and development of technocracy in Iran
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Abstract

Technocracy is a model of governance that emerged in industrial societies as science
and technology gained increasing importance. In this system of government,
individuals possessing scientific and technical expertise assume responsibility for
administering society. In Iran, during the Pahlavi era, industrialization policies
similarly paved the way for technocrats to enter political positions.Accordingly, this
article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and draws on the theoretical
foundations of historical institutionalism to explain the role of institutions and key
actors in the formation and development of technocracy in Iran. The research findings
highlight the decisive role of the Shah and the government’s centralist policies in
directing development and laying the groundwork for technocracy.At the meso level,
official institutions served as the arena in which macro-level policies and laws were
translated into industrial and economic programs and practices. At the micro level,
actors—including politicians, managers, and entrepreneurs—played a crucial role in
establishing industrial organizations, launching production units, training technicians,
and employing them in factories and industrial enterprises.

Keywords: Technocracy; Technocrats; Historical Institutionalism; Pahlavi
Government
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