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The Ideal Society of the Kharijites and Its Social Structure in
the First Islamic Century
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This study examines the Kharijites’ mental conception of an ideal society and their
envisioned social structure in the first Islamic century (AH). Drawing on their politico-
religious discourse, the Kharijites emphasized principles such as equality in the
selection of leadership, a consultative (shura-based) system, and a social order
grounded in absolute egalitarianism and rigorous piety, while rejecting prevailing
ethnic and class hierarchies. Employing a historical method within a descriptive-
analytical framework, the study addresses how the Kharijites conceptualized and
sought to realize their ideal society and social structure. The research hypothesizes
that, guided by the slogan “1a hukma illa li-11ah” (“no rule but God’s”), the Kharijites
articulated a discourse that denied the legitimacy of contemporary caliphs and
confined sovereignty exclusively to God. By invoking the principle of takfir
(excommunication), they facilitated their own isolation from the broader Islamic
community and, owing to their extremism and discursive ambiguities, failed to
establish a stable political and social order. The findings indicate that the Kharijites’
mental construct depicted a seemingly popular yet sharply bifurcated society divided
between insiders (believers) and outsiders (unbelievers), grounded in radicalism. Their
pursuit of justice and emphasis on consultation led to isolation and recurrent uprisings
that challenged the caliphate but ultimately resulted in sustained suppression and
repeated migrations. In the end, their ideal society achieved only limited and largely
intra-sectarian realization.

Keywords: Kharijites; Ideal Society; Social Structure; Takfir; Dar al-Hijra; First-
Century Islamic Society; Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra; Assassination
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