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Sociological Analysis of Political Modernity in Iran during
the Third and Fourth Constitutional Periods (1941-1953)
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1. PhD, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran

2. Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

This article undertakes a comparative study of political modernity in Iran
during the period 1941-1953. The research problem addressed in this study
concerns the problematic consolidation of political modernity in Iran, wherein
efforts aimed at democratic transformation during the examined period
ultimately resulted in a return to authoritarianism. Based on the empirical
evidence presented, the argument is advanced that Iranian society
experienced both the failure to consolidate political modernity and the
subsequent re-emergence of authoritarianism in 1948 and 1953. Following
the establishment of this problem, the central research question is formulated
as follows: How can the failure to consolidate political modernity in Iran
between 1941 and 1953 be explained? The theoretical framework of this
study is grounded in a configurational approach. The research employs a
comparative historical analysis method and operates at two levels of analysis:
within-case analysis and causal analysis. In line with the theoretical claim of
this study, the failure to consolidate political modernity in Iran occurred under
a configuration of causal conditions, including the weak institutionalization
of the political system, manifested in the dissolution of parliament,
postponement of elections, dissolution of associations and political parties,
lack of separation of powers, annulment or alteration of enacted laws, absence
of a clear distinction between civil society and the state, limited constitutional
protection of individual and citizenship rights, and the negative role of foreign
actors in domestic political developments.
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