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Social Conflicts in Musical community in the Early Islamic
Centuries

(Umayyad and the First Abbasid Periods)
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Abstract

The Iranian musical community has experienced actions and conflicts in
different historical periods and has passed more conflicts than other
professions and social groups. The conflicts of musicians with other
institutions of society, including government, religion, people, and even the
intra-group conflicts of musicians in different periods became stronger and
weaker. The main issue in the present study is to find the types of social
conflicts of the musical community of the first Islamic centuries (Umayyad
and the first Abbasid Era) in which Iran was also under the control of these
governments. During the early Islamic centuries, a new brilliant page of the
Middle-Eastern music history was thumbed over following the support and
attention by the various social classes and, atop of it, Abbasid Caliphs. The
purpose of this study is to identify and analyze types of intra-group and
extra-group conflicts based on social conflicts theory. The main question is
what social interactions has the musical society of the first centuries of Islam
been involved with? And how many groups can these conflicts be divided
into? The results of this study show that the layers involved in the conflicts
with musicians are in two main groups: intra-group and extra-group. And the
intra-group conflicts of musicians, including their classification, the conflicts
between traditionalists and modernists, the competitions and debates, the
critique and judgment that caused the growth and dynamism of the musical
community of that period. The study employed a descriptive-analytical
method.
Keywords: Social conflict theory; Music in the early Islamic
centuries; Umayyad Era music; Abbasid Era music; Music History.
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